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AGENDA

• What is reading?

• Enjoyment of reading
• What can we do – and what should we do?

• National results in reading
• Students’ home

• Questions

• Blue screens
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WHO AM I?
• Associate Professor in Reading Research at DPU, Aarhus University

• National Research Coordinator at PIRLS (2019-)
• Læselyst Rudersdal 2024
• BOGEN GROR - Reading Culture Svendborg, 2025-2026

• Development of teacher competencies
• Scenario-didactics
• IT and technology understanding
• Teaching materials

• Pedagogical author and consultant – 25 years
• Teacher - 12 years
• Assistant – and associate lecturer, Teachers’ College - 5 years
• Publishing editor - 1 year
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STUDENTS’ READING LTERACY AT BJØRN’S

• How would you decribe students’ reading literacy 
(ability to read AND understand texts) at Bjørn’s International School?
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BJØRN’S INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

• A main factor

• Danish Section: Competence

• English section: Skills (Cambrigde Rubrics)
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DEFINITIONS - READING
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DEFINTIONS

• Decoding
• Reading skills

• Reading comprehension 
• Reading literacy (Competence)

• Enjoyment of reading
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DECODING

• From letter to sound – please decode:

• Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis
• Please explain…
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READING SKILLS

• The ability to decode written symbols and comprehend their 
meaning

• Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis is a lung disease 
from inhaling volcanic dust
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READING COMPREHENSION

• Reading comprehension is linked to a specific text source and 
therefore describe the specific understanding of a given text.

• Pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis is a lung disease 
from inhaling volcanic dust
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READING LITERACY 
– THE PIRLS’ DEFINTION

• Reading literacy is the ability to understand and use those written 
language forms required by society and/or valued by the 
individual. Readers can construct meaning from texts in a variety of 
forms. They read to learn, to participate in communities of readers 
in school and everyday life, and for enjoyment. (Mullis & Martin, 
2019)
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READING LITERACY 
– THE PIRLS’ DEFINTION

• Reading literacy is the ability to understand and use those written 
language forms required by society and/or valued by the 
individual. Readers can construct meaning from texts in a variety of 
forms. They read to learn, to participate in communities of readers 
in school and everyday life, and for enjoyment. (Mullis & Martin, 
2019)

• Please read:
• She was walking down the sidewalk, when she saw a group of 

immigrants. She changed to the other sidewalk 
• Where did she go?
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• Efferent reading (nyttelæsning) refers to the type of reading in which 
the reader acquires a literal understanding of what the text says. The 
reader’s selective attention extends beyond affect and personal 
feelings or impressions.

• Aesthetic reading (æstetisk læsning) refers to the type of reading in 
which the reader is focused on what he/she is ‘living through’ while 
reading and envisioning what is going on in the text. The reader’s 
selective attention is focused on the personal cognitive and affective 
literary experience.

• Schools foster efferent readers (1982)

LOUISE ROSENBLATT
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STUDENTS’ READING LTERACY AT BJØRN’S

• Are we focusing on efferent or aesthetic reading?

• What can we learn from eachother?
• Danish Section

• English Section
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NATIONAL CONTEXT
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NATIONAL CONTEXT

• PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study - IEA)
• PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment - OECD)
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NATIONAL CONTEXT

• PIRLS – Grade 4: Just after K0-3 – learning to read
• PISA – 15  years: End of schooling – reading to learn

• Systematic, representative international studies of students' reading 
literacy
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BAGGRUND
PIRLS 2021 PISA 2022

Four reading comprehension processes Three reading comprehension processes

• Focus on and retrieve explicitly stated information
• Make straightforward inferences 
• Interpret and integrate ideas and information
• Evaluate and critique content and textual elements;

• Finding information
• Understanding
• Evaluating and reflecting

Four proficiency levels Eight proficiency levels

• Very high (625 points): Advanced reading
• High (550 points): Figurative language/Source criticism
• Medium (475 points): Interpret and coordinate

• Low (400 points): Draw simple inferences
• Below low level (> 400 points): Decode individual 

words and sentence parts

• 6: (698 point)
• 5: (626 point)
• 4: (553 point)
• 3: (480 point)
• 2: (407 point)

• 1a: (335 point)
• 1b: (262 point)
• 1c: (189 point)

FUNCTIONAL READERS

FUNCTIONAL ILLITERATES
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READING LITERACY
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SIGNIFICANTLY DECLINING 
READING LITERACY

500 points i PIRLS ≠ 
500 points in PISA
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PIRLS 2021
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DISTRIBUTION – PIRLS 2021 

• An avarage

• Distribution

240 points
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DISTRIBUTION - PISA 2022

Percentage of Danish students at proficiency levels
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DISTRIBUTION - PISA 2022

High-performingLow-performing
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EXCLUDED STUDENTS

• PIRLS 2021: 6 % due to ”severe reading and writing difficulties”
• PISA 2022: 6 % due to ”dyslexia”
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FUNCTIONAL READERS VS. ILLETERATES
PIRLS 2021 PISA 2022

Four reading comprehension processes Three reading comprehension processes

• Focus on and retrieve explicitly stated information
• Make straightforward inferences 
• Interpret and integrate ideas and information
• Evaluate and critique content and textual elements;

• Finding information
• Understanding
• Evaluating and reflecting

Four proficiency levels Eight proficiency levels

• Very high (625 points): Advanced reading
• High (550 points): Figurative language/Source criticism
• Medium (475 points): Interpret and coordinate

• Low (400 points): Draw simple inferences
• Below low level (> 400 points): Decode individual 

words and sentence parts

• 6: (698 point)
• 5: (626 point)
• 4: (553 point)
• 3: (480 point)
• 2: (407 point)

• 1a: (335 point)
• 1b: (262 point)
• 1c: (189 point)

FUNCTIONAL READERS

FUNCTIONAL ILLITERATES
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FUNCTIONAL READERS VS. ILLETERATES
PIRLS 2021 PISA 2022

Four reading comprehension processes Three reading comprehension processes

• Focus on and retrieve explicitly stated information
• Make straightforward inferences 
• Interpret and integrate ideas and information
• Evaluate and critique content and textual elements;

• Finding information
• Understanding
• Evaluating and reflecting

Four proficiency levels Eight proficiency levels

• Very high (625 points): Advanced reading
• High (550 points): Figurative language/Source criticism
• Medium (475 points): Interpret and coordinate

• Low (400 points): Draw simple inferences
• Below low level (> 400 points): Decode individual 

words and sentence parts

• 6: (698 point)
• 5: (626 point)
• 4: (553 point)
• 3: (480 point)
• 2: (407 point)

• 1a: (335 point)
• 1b: (262 point)
• 1c: (189 point)

Towards25 %19% 19%
6%6%
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LEASURE READING
Reading for fun ≈ FICTION

Reading to learn ≈ INFORMATIONAL
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STUDENTS’ READING LTERACY

• Declines significantly over time in grade 4 and among 15-years old 
(PIRLS, PISA)

• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction 
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STUDENTS’ READING LTERACY

• Declines significantly over time in grade 4 and among 15-years old 
(PIRLS, PISA)

• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction 
• How is it here (Bjørn’s International School)?
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STUDENTS’ ENJOYMENT 
OF READING
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STUDENTS’ ENJOYMENT OF READING

• VERY strong correlation with reading literacy
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STUDENTS’ ENJOYMENT OF READING

• Long lasting scale from PIRLS
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INTRINSIC MOTIVATION

• Intrinsic Motivation Theory (Deci & Ryan, 1985) 

• Intrinsically motivated readers find reading interesting and enjoy it for 
its own sake (Reynolds et al, 2025, p. 41)

• Intrinsically motivated readers have better reading skills (De Naegel et 
al., 2012; (Guthrie et al., 1999; Wigfeld et al., 2016)

• Relationship between reading skills and leisure reading (Bayrakter & 
Firat, 2020; Ganiyeva, 2021).
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STUDENTS‘ ENJOYMENT OF READING

• Denmark has the lowest reading enjoyment – except for Norway – 
among ALL 65 participating countries and regions in PIRLS 2021Very much

like
Somewhat
like

Do not
like

Very much
like

Somewhat
like

Do not
like
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ENJOYMENT OF READING 
ACROSS GRADES

• Læselyst Rudersdal 2024 [Enjoyment of Reading Rudersdal 2024]
(Fougt & Augestad-Puck, 2025)

• All students and their parents in public schools, K0-9

• Students N = 5870
• Students n= 5463 = 95 %

• Parental n = 1964 parents = 2792 students = 48 %
• VERY strong survey on student level
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ENJOYMENT OF READING 
ACROSS GRADES

Enjoyment of reading
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ENJOYMENT OF READING 
ACROSS GRADES

Enjoyment of reading
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ENJOYMENT OF READING 
ACROSS GRADES

• Declines significantly throughout grades
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ENJOYMENT OF READING 
ACROSS GRADES

• Declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA)
• Declines significantly throughout grades (Rudersdal)

• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction
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STUDENTS’ ENJOYMENT 
OF READING

• Declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA)
• Declines significantly throughout grades (Rudersdal)
• How is it at Bjørn’s International School?
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SUMMING UP

• Students’ reading literacy declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA)
• Students’ enjoyment of reading declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA) 

and throughout grades (Rudersdal)
• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction 
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IN OTHER WORDS

• Students’ reading literacy declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA)
• Students’ enjoyment of reading declines significantly over time(PIRLS, 

PISA) and throughout grades (Rudersdal)
• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction 

• What can you do?
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PARENTS AND THE HOME
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PARENTS AND THE HOMES

• Crusial role
• Pre-school

• In school
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PRESCHOOL ACTIVITIES
AND READING LITERACY

• Long-lasting PIRLS-scale
• Reading books 
• Telling stories
• Singing songs
• Play with the alphabet
• Talking about daily life
• Playing word games
• Writing letters/words
• Reading signs
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PARENTS‘ ENJOYMENT OF READING

• and the correlation with students’ reading literacy

Very much like Somewhat like Do not like
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SES

• 54% high

• 46% middle/low

• SES
• ESSENTIAL

Number of children’s books in the homeNumber of books in the home

Highest level of education for one of the parents

Highest level of occupation for one of the parents
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SES
Less than 1 hour 1-5 hours 6-10 hours More than 10 hours
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SES
Daily Weekly Monthly Never
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SES
Very much like Like Do not like
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SES
Often Sometimes Never
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SES
Very good Good Poor
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THE IMPORTANCE OF HOME

• Role models
• CRUSIAL
• ESSENTIAL
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SUMMING UP

• Students’ reading literacy declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA)
• Students’ enjoyment of reading declines significantly over time (PIRLS, PISA) 

and throughout grades (Rudersdal)
• The important facor is leisure reading of fiction of fiction in physical books
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STUDENTS’ LEISURE TIME READING
Student time spent on leisure reading Student time spent on leisure reading - GRADES
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LEISURE READING AND 
ENJOYMENT OF READING
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PARENTAL AND STUDENT 
READING
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SMARTPHONES
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”SCREENS” AND CONTENT
Student time spent on screens Most used - screentime
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LEISURE TIME SCREEN TIME
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SOCIAL MEDIAS
In school Outside schools
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SOCIAL MEDIAS

• ‘Children and Youth Reading 2021’
• Leisure Reading and Social medias
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PARENTAL RESPONSABILITY

• The ESSENTIAL problem is THE FIVE S’S

• Social medias

• Shopping

• Spil

• Streaming

• Sex

• They ALL relate to students’ free time

• PARENTAL RESPONSABILITY
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PARENTAL RESPONSABILITY

• BE ADULTS 
• It's parents who give their children a smartphone 

• Not the school 
• Or a smartwatch 

• Not the school 

• It's parents who give their children permission and space for the five S’s 
• Not the school 

• Privacy – it's the child's property. 
• NO F****** WAY!!! 
• BE ADULTS
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PARENTAL RESPONSABILITY

• Children have no use for smartphones

• They are not cognitively developed enough to control it
• The frontal lobes

• Children have no use for social media. 
• Children should not watch porn

• Children should not encounter inappropriate content
• They are not cognitively developed enough to control it

• SmartWatch or Dumbphone

• Requires parental control
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PARENTAL RESPONSABILITY

• Read with your child
• Read to your child
• Read what your child reads
• TALK ABOUT IT

• Let your child write
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REFLEXION

• How can we ‘educate’ parents?
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TEACHING
LEARNING TO READ
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REFLEXION ALONE

• What characterizes my teaching learning to read?

• And my teaching materials?
• How is my teaching learning to read similar to my colleagues’?

• How is it different?
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TEACHING MATERIALS

Didactic teaching materials: (Publisher-produced) Learning materials that are prepared for 
the purpose of teaching

• Content

• Method

• Goal

• Organization

Semantic teaching materials: Artifacts that are used as learning materials, but are not 
prepared for that purpose

• Content (e.g. a newspaper article, an Instagram post)

Functional teaching materials: (Digital) Aids, e.g. for production, analysis, etc. 

• Some are prepared for the purpose of teaching (e.g. CDord)

• Others are not (e.g. Word) (Hansen 2010)
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LEARNING THEORY

Behaviourism
• Psychology (Watson) 
• Behaviour
• Pavlov: Conditioned Reflexes (Dogs) 
• Regulation: "Reward and Punishment"
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LEARNING THEORY

Instructivism
• Psychology
• Pour on
• Knowledge transfer
• Empty vessels
• Tank attendant pedagogy
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LEARNING THEORY

Constructivism
• Psychology/Sociology
• Learning is a mental active process
• Piaget
• Learning = restructuring of mental schemas
• Which is individual-dependent
• The learner teacher - subjective
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LEARNING THEORY

Social Constructivism
• Sociology
• Berger and Luckmann
• Learning is a Social Process
• Co-Construction of Knowledge
• Negotiation
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TEACHING MATERIALS
AND SUBJECT SKILLS

• Choosing a teaching 
material is the same as 
choosing a subject 
understanding

• Pretended and real 
understanding
• Objective
• Content
• Actions (Bundsgaard 

2010) 76
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DANISH L1 AS SEEN 
THROUGH DIDACTIC 
TEACHING 
MATERIALS
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CONTENT DISTRUBUTED AT LEVELS

78

GRADES 0-3 GRADES 4-6 GRADES 7-9
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DIDACTIC TYPE
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GRADES 0-3 GRADES 4-6 GRADES 7-9

BEHAVIORISM INSTRUCTIVISM
CONSTRUCTIVISM SOCIAL CONSTRUCTIVISM 

PROCUST-ORIENTED
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SAME ANALOG AS WELL AS DIGITAL!
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GRADES 0-3 GRADES 4-6 GRADES 7-9

BEHAVIORISM INSTRUCTIVISM
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DANSH L1 SEEN THROUGH 
ITS TEACHING MATERIALS

• The subject is a spelling subject 
(especially in primary school)

• The subject's content is often taught 
repetitively (especially in primary 
school)

• The subject is also literary analysis 
(especially in secondary school)

• The subject is not much of a media 
subject or communication subject
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SPELLING RESEARCH

• Jim Rice (1897): No relationship between spelling level and time spent

• Oliver Cromman (1902): Lack of spelling practice does not affect spelling level

• W. Cook (1912): Spelling rules are ineffective. Cannot be used in context

• Donald Hamill et al. (1977) Effective up to 3rd-4th grade, then not

• Stephen Krachen (2002): 3rd-4th grade students who are not directly taught spelling spell 
worse than students who are taught but the difference is completely equalized at 4th-5th 
grade

• Graham and Perin (2007): Isolated grammar instruction is directly harmful, especially for 
students with writing difficulties. Grammar teaching must be linked to students' writing

• KOMPIS project in Slagelse (2010)

• 25% of time is spent on grammar teaching (Mathiasen, 2011) Teachers say they are 
constructivists, but they work behavioristically
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HOW DO YOU LEARN TO SPELL?

• By reading a lot

• By writing a lot
• To something, for something
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HOW DO YOU LEARN TO READ?

• By reading a lot

• By writing a lot
• To something, for something
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THEORETICAL APPROACHES TO 
LEARNING TO READ

Cognition: Letters

Social-cultural: Letters in context

Socio-semiotics: SIGNS in context
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COGNITIVE CONSUMPRTION 
OF READING?

(Gough & Turner, 1986)
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1. Explicit teaching of decoding, including phonological awareness and the alphabetic 
sound principle. 

2. A lot of student reading and development of fluent reading through varied reading 
activities. 

3. A rich text universe to support meaning-oriented reading activities. 

4. Explicit teaching of reading comprehension and reading comprehension strategies. 

5. A lot of writing as an integrated part of reading instruction, including a focus on the 
communicative function of writing. 

6. Subject-wise varied and content-rich topics. 

7. Differentiation, both in the balance between decoding and meaning-oriented 
activities and different learning prerequisites and needs. (Bremholm, 2017, pp. 85-86).

THE BALANCED VIEW OF READING
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• PIRLS 2021, Teacher Questionnaire: 

• Which Danish system has the class mainly worked with in the 
beginner reading lessons in grades 1-3? 

• The first reading: 64% 

• Fandango: 17% 
• d’dansk: 6%

THE THREE MOST USED LEARNING TO 
READ-MATERIALS
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• Analysis from the balanced approach

• Jesper Bremholm (2017): The First Reading
• PIRLS team: Fandango and d’dansk (2023)

• Læsepædagogen no. 1, Feb. 2024

THE THREE MOST USED LEARNING TO READ-
MATERIALS
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• The first reading: The material is well-founded in the technical aspects of reading, but 
insufficient in relation to the meaning-oriented aspects. 

• Fandango: The material in some respects more closely supports a balanced approach 
to beginner teaching with both technical and meaning-oriented activities, but with a 
focus on (read) literature and fiction competence. 

• d’dansk: The material is most in line with the principles of a balanced approach to 
beginner teaching in reading. However, the material is strongly dependent on teachers 
being able to obtain the recommended literature for working with texts.

THE THREE MOST USED 
LEARNING TO READ-MATERIALS
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THE THREE MOST USED 
LEARNING TO READ-MATERIALS

The First reading Fandango d’dansk

Decoding

A lot of student reading 

A rich text universe

Explicit teaching of reading 
comprehension

Writing

Varied and rich topics

Differentiation
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1. Explicit teaching of decoding, including phonological awareness and the alphabetic 
sound principle. 

2. A lot of student reading and development of fluent reading through varied reading 
activities. 

3. A rich text universe to support meaning-oriented reading activities. 

4. Explicit teaching of reading comprehension and reading comprehension strategies. 

5. A lot of writing as an integrated part of reading instruction, including a focus on the 
communicative function of writing. 

6. Subject-wise varied and content-rich topics. 

7. Differentiation, both in the balance between decoding and meaning-oriented 
activities and different learning prerequisites and needs. (Bremholm, 2017, pp. 85-86).

THE BALANCED VIEW OF READING
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REFLEXION

• How do we teach learning to read?
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TEACHING
READING TO LEARN
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REFLEXION ALONE

• What characterizes my teaching (reading)?

• And my teaching materials?
• How is my teaching (reading) similar to my colleagues’?

• How is it different?
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MY PH.D.-PROJECT (2015)

• Lone's 7th grade is reviewing grammar lessons. 

• Lone is hitting on random students. 
• Lone: "What word class is that?“ ( parts of speech)

• Student: "“Often" is with a wave underneath"
• Lone: "Also called ad…?"

• Student: "Adverbitum?“ (Adverb)
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MY PH.D.-PROJECT (2015)

• Merete's 8th grade is working on the transition from romanticism to 
realism and has read the short story Song of the mermaid by Henrik 
Pontoppidan. 

• Merete: "Why was there a doctor on board?"
• The students gape

• Merete: "I need to see more hands..."
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WHY MULTIMODALITY?

• Because today's text culture requires multimodal reading
• Because multimodal reading and multimodal text production enable 

students to discover how different modalities create meaning in 
different ways

• Because multimodal text production (transformation and 
transduction) contributes to learning subjects 

• IT for production!
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TO BECOME A GOOD MULTIMODAL READER, WE MUST PAY 
ATTENTION TO THE DIFFERENT WAYS IN WHICH MODALITIES 
CREATE MEANING = AFFORDANCES
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CASE

• Chapter 1 describes a case where 5.b rewrites the fairy tale about Little Red Riding 
Hood into a rap text (transformation) - and chooses one of the texts from the box, which 
they then make into a music video (transduction) 
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SOCIAL SEMIOTICS

Transformation

• Transforming a text into a new version 
of the text in the same modality. 

• From fairy tale to rap

Transduction 

• Transforming a text into a new version 
of the text in a different modality. 

• From rap text to video
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MULTIMODAL TEXTS REQUIRE 
A DIFFERENT READING APPROACH

• Take a brief look at the handout 
on kidneys

• Read it

• Does it make sense? 
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MULTIMODAL TEXTS REQUIRE 
A DIFFERENT READING APPROACH

• Kidneys and 
their function 
in the body

• ‘Sewage
treatment
plant’

• Waste 
materials

• Blood
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MULTIMODAL TEXTS REQUIRE 
A DIFFERENT READING APPROACH

• Kidneys and 
their function 
in the body

• ‘Sewage
treatment
plant’

• Waste 
materials

• Blood
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MULTIMODAL TEXTS REQUIRE 
A DIFFERENT READING APPROACH

• Kidneys and 
their function 
in the body

• ‘Sewage
treatment
plant’

• Waste 
materials

• Blood
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MULTIMODAL TEXTS REQUIRE 
A DIFFERENT READING APPROACH

• Turn back to the handout

• Draw
• Does it make sense?

• Concepts
• Combinations
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES

• Linear graphs

• Equation

• Tables of values

• Coordinates

• Point to plot
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES

• Periodic Table

• Atomic number

• Mass number
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES
• Colors

• List
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES
• Illustrations?
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‘YOUR’ EXAMPLES
• Illustrations?
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REFLEXION

• Take a look at one of your (multimodal) learning materials

• Prefarable in a paper copy og draw on your device
• Draw lines

• Explain to your students how to read it
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READING GUIDES
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WHAT IS A
READING GUIDE?
Scaffolding your students’ reading

• Purpose: To support students, especially 
struggling readers, in comprehending complex 
texts.

• Content: Questions about key points, 
vocabulary, structure, and prompts for strategies 
like inferring, summarizing, or making 
connections.

• Usage: Can be used individually, in small groups, 
or whole-class for any subject, turning difficult 
texts into manageable ones.
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10 COMMANDS
1. Reading comprehension is an active process. 

The reading guide activates students in relation 
to the text 

2. Reading comprehension can be learned and 
developed through training 
The reading guide trains students to relate 
actively to the text 

3. Reading comprehension is strengthened if 
reading comprehension strategies are used 
while reading 
The reading guide trains the use of reading 
comprehension strategies
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10 COMMANDS
4. Reading comprehension is strengthened if you 

have a clear reading purpose 
The reading guide clarifies the reading purpose

5. Understanding a text requires that you acquire 
it, i.e. that you make it your own. 
The reading guide supports students in making 
the text their own 

6. Expressing themselves in writing about a text 
strengthens understanding of the text 
The reading guide uses writing as a tool for 
understanding
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10 COMMANDS
7. Expressing themselves orally about a subject is 

a central aspect of acquiring the subject 
The reading guide gives students a professional 
basis for participating orally in teaching 

8. Subject texts are ‘deficient’ – much information 
is hidden ‘between the lines’ 
The reading guide supports reading ‘between 
the lines’ (inference formation) 

9. Subject texts are often heterogeneous – not all 
content is equally important 
The reading guide supports strategic and 
effective reading
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10 COMMANDS
10. Subject texts are often ‘thoughtless’ – they do 

not take sufficient account of their reader 
The reading guide supports and equips 
students in relation to ‘thoughtless’ texts
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CREATE YOUR OWN READING GUIDE

• Use the hand-out and create a reading guide for your students
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